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Letter from the Editor
It is an honour to be allowed to serve as the Editor of the 
Singapore Dental Journal (SDJ). 
One of the hardest things the editorial team had to think 
about was what the role of our journal is or should be. 
Perhaps, Education and Information may be the most 
important roles of our journal since it is published once a 
year. Given that most dentists do not have access to the full 
papers of many academic dental journals, we thought that 
several reviews a year might be useful. We have successfully 
invited three reviews from scholars recommended by the 
Editorial team. We are ever grateful to them for taking the 
time and making the effort to write for us, to these authors 
my heartfelt gratitude and deepest appreciation.
From one of the reviews in this issue, you will see that, thus 
far, even for something that we have done for a very long 
time and may think that the procedure is backed up by solid 
research and science - pulp capping, the evidence from dental 
research falls short of the strict standards required for it to be 
recognized as evidently scientific. Note here that when 
considering if something we do is scientific, we are using the 
yardstick known as the hierarchy of evidence.
It was fortuitous that a member of our team had been keeping 
up with developments with worldwide attention on mercury 
hygiene issues. A review was invited from an author who 
conducted original research on mercury hygiene and its 
effects on dentists in Singapore in the early 1980s. As you are 
already aware, with signing of the Minamata Convention, a 
statement of the Ministry of Health announced that the 
undergraduate dental curriculum will phase out the teaching 
of dental amalgams (as reported by Today, online version 
dated 10 October 2013, sighted on 30 October 2013, available 
from http://www.todayonline.com/singapore/mercury-
poisoning-fears-prompt-new-guidelines-silver-dental-
fillings). Going into the future, it is likely that the use of 
amalgams will be reduced and will eventually die out in 
Singapore. Here again, though there may be evidence that 
mercury is very toxic in specific experiments or case reports, 
note that on the scale of the hierarchy of evidence, there is 
insufficient evidence to say mercury in amalgams is 
poisonous and as a result of that should be discontinued in 
humans. Note that saying that there is no solid scientific 
evidence to say that it is not poisonous does not mean that 
mercury or amalgam use is entirely safe.
Another review was invited from the local experts on stem 
cell research in dentistry and what it might mean to the 
future of dental practice. We hope you will find the review 
useful and informative.
The editorial team met again recently and we have drawn up 
a list of things that we will try to do to increase publishing in 
the SDJ by local authors. The team led by the Convenor of the 
Editorial committee, Dr. Terence Jee, will consult with all 
stakeholders concerned and put these plans into action. 
Already my predecessors had worked hard to position the 
SDJ so that it is indexed in Index Medicus and hence when 
articles are published in our journals, the articles can be 
found through search via PUBMED. Being indexed is very 
important as what is published get exposure to other 
researchers in the field. We know we have to work very hard 
to maintain this However; plans are just that - plans till we 
have agreement by all stakeholders concerned. If we are 
successful in our plans we should have a steady stream of 
publications by local authors. When that happens, we hope 
to be able to put out two issues a year and eventually have 
the journal listed in more credible literature publication 
indices and would then attract more international authors to 
publish with us. If you have any suggestions, please do not 
hesitate to write to SDJ Administrator at sdj@sda.org.sg
We hope that you will all give us your full support and work 
towards ensuring that our journal remains relevant and 
useful to the membership.
Best wishes for a bright, cheerful and healthy year in 2014.
Editor
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